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or ‘‘I’m this,’’ say, ‘‘Look, you’re a Californian.
You’re an American. Look where you are now.
Look where you were then. Their ideas were
right. They put them in; they had good con-
sequences. And they’ve got good ideas for the
future. This is about progress over politics.’’

Then you ought to talk about these things
that Barbara talked about for the future and
ask people to vote as American citizens in this

election, for their children and their grand-
children. And if you do that, she will have a
great victory, California will have a great victory,
and it will certainly be the right thing for Amer-
ica.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. at the
Fairmont Hotel.

Statement on Compensation for Wrongful Internment of Latin Americans
of Japanese Descent
June 12, 1998

I am pleased that the Department of Justice
has reached a settlement that will compensate
Latin Americans of Japanese ancestry for their
wrongful internment during World War II. The
United States Government forcibly brought
these individuals to the United States from their
homes in Latin America during the war and
interned them with U.S. citizens and permanent
residents of Japanese ancestry.

Through the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, our
Nation offered redress to U.S. citizens and per-

manent residents who suffered serious injustice.
This settlement addresses the injustice endured
by Japanese Latin Americans who were in-
terned.

Payments for this settlement will come from
the fund established by the Civil Liberties Act.
If the fund proves insufficient, I will work with
the Congress to enact legislation appropriating
the necessary resources to ensure that all eligi-
ble claimants can obtain the compensation pro-
vided by this settlement.

Statement on the Federal Communications Commission Decision on the
E-Rate
June 12, 1998

I applaud the decision by the Federal Com-
munications Commission to move forward with
the ‘‘e-rate’’—a critical initiative to connect our
schools, libraries, and rural health centers to
the Internet. Although I had urged that the
e-rate be fully funded, I remain committed to
the goal of ensuring that every child has access
to the tools they need to compete in the 21st
century.

The e-rate will help create opportunity in the
information age for children and communities
all over America. Together with our Technology
Literacy Challenge Fund, the e-rate will ensure
that for the first time in our Nation’s history,
a child in the most isolated inner city or rural
town will have access to the same universe of

knowledge as a child in the most affluent sub-
urb. Parents will be able to communicate more
frequently with teachers and keep up with the
progress of their child in school. Our children
will be ‘‘technologically literate’’ and better pre-
pared for the high-tech, high-wage jobs our
economy is creating in record numbers.

I call upon all Members of Congress to sup-
port the FCC’s decision. I will steadfastly op-
pose any effort to pull the plug on the e-rate
and our children’s future or to thwart the FCC’s
ability to move forward with this initiative.
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